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magic of this spot? Was John's clinging to his strange master a
sign that something would be gone forever from each of their
lives, when they went away, something that their dearest love for
each other could only replace in a measure, in a fluctuating
substitution? Did Mary recall the dawn of St. John's Day?
"Come back to us, Tom! Come back to us!*' the big river
and the little river were both calling; and it was with Tom that
they were going back to the place where they would be; but
they were carrying a corpse with them; not only the corpse of
Tom Barter but the corpse of their stillborn never-returning op-
portunity of touching the Eternal in the enchanted soil where
the Eternal once sank down into time!